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Synopsis

A strong earthquake of magnitude 7.2 occurred in the southern part of Iwate Prefecture at 8:43
a.m. on June 14, 2008. This earthquake was named "2008 Iwate-Miyagi Nairiku Earthquake" by
the Japan Meteorological Agency. The maximum seismic intensity was 6 upper, which was
observed in Oshu City, Iwate Prefecture and Kurihara City, Miyagi Prefecture. Many landslides
were induced by the earthquake, because its hypocenter underlay Mt. Kurikoma where volcanic
products are thickly deposited. The Sediment and Erosion Control Research Group investigated
major landslides, debris flows and landslide dams caused by the 2008 Iwate-Miyagi Nairiku
Earthquake. As a result, the sediment-related disasters due to this earthquake were featured by
the occurrence of 1) extremely large-scale landslides, 2) debris flows induced by deep-seated
landslides and 3) large-scale landslide dams. These features are similar to those accompanied by

the previous earthquakes occurred in mountainous areas, such as the Nagano-ken Seibu
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Earthquake in 1984 and the Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake in 2004.

Key Words: 2008 Iwate-Miyagi nairiku earthquake, sediment-related disasters, landslide, debris
flow induced by deep-seated landslide, landslide dam
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