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DEVELOPING AN ASSESSMENT APPROACH FOR PLANNING ECOLOGICAL NETWORKS
IN THE WATERSHED
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Abstract: An ecological network construction is important in integrated watershed management, in addition to conserving and
restoring habitats for aquatic organisms within the watershed. However, a huge amount of effort is required to identify important
sites for ecological networks and high conservation priorities within a watershed. In this study, the quality of aquatic insect
habitats around container biotopes could be assessed by setting up container biotopes over a wide area and surveying the aquatic
insects that fly to them. In addition, the container biotopes could function as overwintering sites for small aquatic insects and
as refuges during the midsummer drainage. Therefore, it was suggested that even small water bodies such as container boxes
could contribute to the conservation of biodiversity in a watershed.
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